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4. NOVEMBER BLUES
by Sharon M. Draper
Narrated by JD Jackson

Sequel to Coretta Scott King Award winner
The Battle of Jericho, November Blues is a Coretta
Scott King Honor Book. November Nelson lost her
boyfriend Josh when a high school hazing inci-
dent went horribly wrong. She thinks life can’t get
worse—then she learns she is carrying Josh’s child.
She seeks comfort from Josh’s cousin and best
friend Jericho, who himself is trying to hide the
pain of his friend’s death by diving into his sports
and music. Listeners will get to hear November’s
story as well as Jericho’s as they come to terms
with Josh’s death.

1. FIENDISH DEEDS
The Joy of Spooking, Book One

by P. J. Bracegirdle
Narrated by Katherine Kellgren

Author P. J. Bracegirdle begins an exciting
new series for young readers with Fiendish Deeds.
Bracegirdle’s atmospheric tale of a young girl’s
fascination with her town’s unusual history (and
the rumored resident of a nearby swamp) deftly
introduces the important contemporary environ-
mental issue of wetlands protection.

5. THE PORCUPINE YEAR
by Louise Erdrich
Narrated by Christina Moore

New York Times best-selling author and Na-
tional Book Award finalist Louise Erdrich is ac-
claimed as one of the most important writers in
the Native American Renaissance. In The Porcu-
pine Year, Erdrich takes listeners to 1852 Min-
nesota. Omakayas, a 12-year-old Ojibwe girl,
continues to travel west with her family after white
settlers take over their homeland. Erdrich’s books
on Omakayas have been favorably compared
to Laura Ingalls Wilder’s Little House books.

2. SKIN HUNGER
A Resurrection of Magic, Book One

by Kathleen Duey
Narrated by Andy Paris

Kathleen Duey launches a mesmerizing tril-
ogy with a book that has been honored as a Na-
tional Book Award Finalist. In Sadima’s time,
magic has been banned and she is forced to
hide her ability to communicate with animals.
But then a young nobleman bent on bringing
magic back to the world sends his servant to find
Sadima, and a new life opens before her. Cen-
turies later, an academy of magic welcomes 10
applicants, but only one will graduate.

“Beautifully written, fierce, and unforget-
table.”—Holly Black, author of Tithe

6. UNDERCOVER
by Beth Kephart
Narrated by Jennifer Ikeda

National Book Award nominee Beth
Kephart’s Undercover is a thoughtful and gen-
uine tale of high school relationships. A poet and
wallflower, sophomore Elisa ghostwrites love
notes for boys at school. But trouble brews when
she falls for Theo, who needs help with the gor-
geous and popular Lila, who is extremely hostile
toward Elisa.

“Neatly balancing action and contempla-
tion, Kephart offers a plethora of images, ideas
about literature and even some well-known
poems along with a plot that will speak to many
teens.”—Publishers Weekly

3. GRAVEYARD BOOK
by Neil Gaiman
Narrated by the author

Hugo and World Fantasy Award winner and
New York Times best-selling author Neil Gaiman
has written children’s books, graphic novels,
novels for adults, and screenplays for major films.
This young adult adventure features Bod, a boy
raised in a graveyard by its undead inhabitants.
As Bod grows older, he longs to experience life
beyond his home among the tombstones and
spirits—but there are things outside the realm of
the cemetery more dangerous than anything
Bod can imagine.
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10. BILLY CREEKMORE
by Tracey Porter
Narrated by Steven Boyer

Tracey Porter has been praised for this Dick-
ensian tale, which some critics compare to Huck
Finn both in style and substance. Billy Creekmore
longs to escape the Guardian Angels Home for
Boys, where his smarts cause him more trouble
than anything. So when a long-lost uncle shows
up to whisk Billy away to the West Virginia coal
mines, he jumps at the chance. But his journey is
just beginning—before long, Billy hitches a ride
with a traveling circus.

“Porter’s writing is strong, and the story ...

makes the shocking history ... come alive for
today’s readers.”—Booklist, starred review

8. MISS SPITFIRE
by Sarah Miller
Narrated by Terry Donnelly

Sarah Miller’s accomplished debut presents
a fictionalized account of Anne Sullivan’s life
and her time as Helen Keller’s teacher. Arriving
at Ivy Green in 1887, Anne was a partially blind
orphan who had been tasked with teaching the
difficult blind, deaf, and mute girl to communi-
cate. Anne quickly learned, along with Helen,
that “words are a miracle.”

“A strong portrait ... stirring ...”—Booklist,
starred review

11. THE NIXIE’S SONG
Beyond the Spiderwick Chronicles #1

by Tony DiTerlizzi and Holly Black 
Narrated by Andrew McCarthy

Tony DiTerlizzi and Holly Black’s best-selling
Spiderwick Chronicles are great fun for young lis-
teners. With old-fashioned New England far be-
hind, 11-year-old Nichoal Vargas is ready for
some fun in the sun—Florida-style. But then a
gargantuan, fire-breathing dragon crashes the
party, causing Nick’s respite to go up in smoke.

“With their … rhyming riddles, supernatural
lore, and well-drawn characters, these books
read like old-fashioned ripping yarns.”—New
York Times Book Review

The Last Apprentice

7. ATTACK OF THE FIEND
by Joseph Delaney
Narrated by Christopher E. Welch

Joseph Delaney’s popular Last Apprentice
series is a favorite of young adult readers who
enjoy a dark and creepy edge to their fiction.
Picking up where the bone-chilling Night of the
Soul Stealer left off, Attack of the Fiend reveals
what happens when a coven of witches sets out
to raise the devil himself. Can monster-hunter
Tom Ward and his mentor the Spook stop them
before the outbreak of evil?

12. DEADLINE
by Chris Crutcher
Narrated by Steven Boyer

Winner of the Margaret A. Edwards Award for
Outstanding Literature for Young Adults, Chris
Crutcher is best known for his sports-related fic-
tion. In Deadline, Ben Wolf learns that he has an
incurable form of leukemia. Ben keeps the prog-
nosis to himself, refusing treatment and deciding
to live life for all it’s worth. In the next year he plans
to make the high school football team, date the
girl of his dreams, and hassle his narrow-minded
civics teacher whenever possible. But harboring
his painful secret is harder than he imagined. 

“[T]eens’ interest will be held by the story’s
dramatic premise.”—Booklist

9. SEER OF SHADOWS
by Avi
Narrated by Steven Boyer

Newbery Medal-winning author Avi is also a
two-time Newbery Honor recipient. Here, he
takes readers into the world of 1872 New York
City, where a strange new craze is taking hold:
“spirit photography.” Apprentice spirit photog-
rapher Horace Carpetine knows it’s all a big
hoax, until he discovers he actually is seeing real
ghosts in his camera!
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