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1. ODYSSEY OF THE WEST VI
A Classic Education through
the Great Books: The Twentieth Century
Professor Timothy B. Shutt, Series Ed.
KENYON COLLEGE

The Odyssey of the West series, a grand
exploration of art, literature, revolutionary
theories, and intellectual progress through the
ages, concludes with a fascinating look at the
twentieth century. Series editor and esteemed
university professor Timothy B. Shutt is joined by
contributing lecturers for a lively discussion of the
major works and strains of thought that ushered in
the modern age. A fitting capstone for this
comprehensive series, this sixth and final
installment imparts a learned understanding of
the forces that shaped—and continue to
shape—Western culture.

2. SHAKESPEARE
Ten Great Comedies
Professor Raphael Shargel
PROVIDENCE COLLEGE

Professor Raphael Shargel channels his
passion for teaching and expertise as a
Shakespearean scholar into this illuminative study
of the Immortal Bard’s ten great comedies.
Shakespeare’s genius is as readily apparent in
these comedies as in his timeless tragedies. Often
marked by internal and external conflicts, young
lovers struggling for union, mistaken identities,
and intertwining plots, Shakespeare’s comedies
to this day reveal the master’s unparalleled
insight into the human condition. With its fresh
take on some of Shakespeare’s most cherished
and widely seen works, these exciting lectures
provide invaluable understanding of these
exquisite comedies.

3. A HISTORY OF ANCIENT SPARTA
Valor, Virtue, and Devotion in 
the Greek Golden Age
Professor Timothy B. Shutt
KENYON COLLEGE

Professor Timothy B. Shutt examines the
history and culture of ancient Sparta, a society
renowned for military excellence and
adherence to the values of courage, discipline,
duty, and the over coming of fear. Vastly
outnumbered at the Battle of Thermopylae, the
Spartan “300” held off an overwhelming Persian
force before finally succumbing—but not without
inflicting massive casualties and inspiring the rest
of the Greeks with the notion that they could
persevere. In this enlightening series of lectures,
Professor Shutt delves into Spartan culture,
examining its origins, government, religion, and
the major events that defined its history.

4. THE MEDIEVAL WORLD I
Kingdoms, Empires, and War
Professor Thomas F. Madden
SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY

An award-winning, widely recognized
expert on pre-modern history, Professor Thomas
F. Madden launches the first of a two-part series
on the medieval world. This all-encompassing
investigation of a highly influential time period
includes the major events of the era and
informative discussion of empire, the papacy,
the Crusades, and the fall of Constantinople.
During the course of these lectures, Professor
Madden also addresses the rise of Islam, reform
movements, and schisms in the church. In so
doing, Professor Madden underscores the
significance and grand scale of an age that
continues to hold an undeniable fascination for
people today.
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The Modern Scholar gives your patrons the chance to learn from the world’s most
prestigious professors—from such esteemed institutions of higher learning as Harvard
University, Yale University and Oxford University—without having to attend a single
class or worry about soaring tuition costs. Thanks to you and The Modern Scholar, your
patrons will experience fascinating lectures that stimulate their minds!

 
 




