
3. UNDERSTANDING MOVIES 
The Art and History of Film 
Professor Raphael Shargel 
PROVIDENCE COLLEGE 

Why does the cinema have the power to 
move the heart, stimulate the mind, and dazzle 
the imagination? Understanding Movies covers 
the history and aesthetics of motion pictures 
from the United States and from around the 
world. Professor Raphael Shargel analyzes 
specific movies from each era in film history, 
including the films’ importance, aspects of 
cinematic technique, and why each film is 
worthy of study. 
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1. ODYSSEY OF THE WEST V 
A Classic Education through the Great Books 

Enlightenment, Revolution, and Renewal 
Professor Timothy B. Shutt, series editor 
KENYON COLLEGE 

The Odyssey of the West series addresses in 
chronological sequence the works that have 
shaped the ongoing development of Western 
thought both in its own right and in cultural 
dialogue with other traditions. Part five provides 
a close look at the period from the early 
Enlightenment to the late-nineteenth century. 
These lectures take in the immense variety and 
singular achievements that have helped mold 
our present societies. 

4. LIBERTY AND ITS PRICE 
Understanding the French Revolution 
Professor Donald M.G. Sutherland 
UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 

Esteemed professor Donald M.G. Sutherland 
provides a riveting account of the French Rev­
olution, explaining how its effects varied great­
ly according to regional economies, social 
structures, and religious affiliations. He examines 
how massive counterrevolutionary movements 
profoundly affected the course of the Revolu­
tion, leading to the failure of constitutional 
government and, ultimately, to an elitist dicta­
torship in the person of Napoleon Bonaparte 
that paved the way for many of the struggles of 
the nineteenth century. 

2. PHILOSOPHY AND THE LAW 
How Judges Reason 
Professor Stephen Mathis 
WHEATON COLLEGE 

Do judges deduce their decisions from legal 
rules and principles, or do they decide cases 
based on what is fair given the facts at hand? 
The latter view, held by Legal Realists, serves as 
the starting point for Professor Stephen Mathis’ 
eye-opening look at how judges reason. In this 
compelling lecture series, the esteemed 
professor addresses such issues as whether the 
law is distinct from morality. Professor Mathis also 
attempts to identify a view that offers guidance 
to judges in deciding cases, and one that will 
provide the tools people need to evaluate the 
interpretations and decisions judges make. 
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